I Claim: 



J I i^ppantn I fnniffft in-tlrrtrrtf<lliHt ,1 itliiiMlily ftl 'mV'W 
throughout a facility that has a central storage area, and a plurality ofuser areas 
distributed in the facility at substantial distances from the sto^e area, comprising, 

a storage cart m the storage area having a pluraljty of storage bins for 
holding a corresponding number of said articles ofaifferent kinds, 

the storage cart having labels individysflly identifying articles in the storage 

bins, 



an open supply cart adjacefhtjp each of the user areas and having supply bins 



for receiving said articles, 

supplemental means applicable to the supply cart and having control buttons 
respectively corresponding to and identifying said articles, 

means responsiv^ to said control buttons for visually recording identification 
of the articles place/ in and removed from the supply cart. 



2. ApMratus according to Claim 1 wherein, 

the Control buttons are manually actuatable and closely adjacent respective 



ones ofjftie articles whei 



Jplemental means are in operating position on the 



sunalycart. 
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a user is enabled to actuate a control button in the same motion of the hs 



used in placing said articles in the supply cart and removing them theppfi'bm. 



4. Apparatus according to Claim 2 wherein, 

the supply cart has a plurality of shelves o^^hich the bins are formed, and 
which are operable for receiving and supporang the articles, and 

wherein the supplemental m^an^is in the form of panels, 

the panels are capable ofioemg detachably mounted on respective ones of 
the shelves in position accessijfc4o\ij5er, 

each panel has said jrontrol buttons thereon respectively corresponding to 
said articles on the corresponding shelf. 



5. Appara^ according to Claim 4 wherein, 

each mne\ includes signal lights corresponding with the push buttons for 
visually mdicating the present ft of arfirlfts. 
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' 6. Appamtuo for uoe in distributing a plurality of art i c l es o f di ff <^ 
throughout a facility that has a central storage area, and a plurality of user ar€as 
distributed in the facility at substantial distances from the storage arM^omprising 

a storage cart in the storage area having a plurality of stoj^^e bins for 
holding a corresponding number of said articles of difFerMffkinds, 

the storage cart having labels individually idep^ing articles in the storage 

bins, 

an open supply cart adjacent to eachj^i the user areas and having supply bins 
for receiving and holding said article^ ^ the supply cart having labels v/ J 
individually identifying articles in tlto^pply bins, 

supplemental panels havin^ush buttons operably associated with the 
storage bins, and the apparatus/including a computer for registering signals from 



the push buttons. 

7. Apparatus according to Claim 6 and including, 

a computer operable associated with each supply cart, and operable in 
response to actu^ion of the push buttons in the respective supplemental panel for 
recording the withdrawing of articles from the supply cart. 



8 Apparatus arrfirdin& 
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9. Apparatus according to ClairryS and including a plurality of supply carts 
dentical construction, 

the computer is capable of receiving signals from each of the supply carts 
and functioning in relation to all of /he supply carts as set out in Claim 8. 



10. Apparatus according tJ Claim 9 wherein, 

the apparatus includes a d/stcm computer, and a server computer, and 
the cart computer is capable of transmitting signals to the server computer. 



11. Apparatus according to Claim 10 and including a printer, and the server 
computer is operable for tmnsmitting signals to the recording means. 

12. Apparatus according to Claim 6 wherein, the capacity of the supply bins 
maybeles^ than that ob the storage bins, 

the computer mlans is operable for sensing the number of articles in the 
supply bins and in the storage bins and, in response to the number in the supply 



20 



bins being less than that in the storage bins, being capable of setting up a control 
signal, ' o-'o.'^.v.S 

the apparatus also includi/g a recording means, 
the computer means being capable of transmitting said control signal to the 
printer, and the printer, in rpponse to receiving said control signal, being capable 
u of printing a pick list confining the difference between the number of articles in 

b 

^ the siq)ply cart and the i^jmber in the storage cart. 

si ^. 
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Hi ' 13. A method for distributing a plurality of articles of different 
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fy comprising the steps, 
^ providing a storage area and a storage cart in the storage area. 



differentkihasi^^^:.;>^lr^if^M''' 



the storage cart having a plurality of bins for supporting and identifying said 
articles, 

providing a plurality of receiver areas at substantial distances from the 
storage areas and the receiver areas being adapted to be occupied by receivers 
capable of receiving said articles, 

providing a plurality of supply carts at distributed locations, the supply carts 
having bins respectively identical with the bins in the storage cart and having 
indicia identifying said articles put therein. 
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the supply carts being open and thereby enabling any person to withdraw 
articles therefrom and transport them to the receiver area, 

providing supplemental panels having manually actuated niean^j^{|2J^p„ '^D 




registering articles placed in and withdrawn from the bins, 
manually actuating the registering means, and 

utilizing the computer means to register the difference in numbers of articles 
in the storage cart and the supply cart. 
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14; A itiethod acco|^ing to Claim 13, an including the steps, liiaihtain^ 
ply cart in open condition indefinitely, withdrawing articles continuously , 
throughout a predetermined overall period, independently of operation of other 
steps, and restocking articles from the storage cart to the supply cart, independently 
of operation of oper steps. 

15. A method according to Claim 14 and including the steps of providing a 
single such storage cart, and a plurality of such supply carts at locations at 
substantial distances from the storage cart and from each other, and 

utilizing each supply cart independently from each other for transmitting 
said signals to the storage cart. 
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16. A method according to Claim 13 and, 
providing a security camera and utilizing it for operably photographing the 
supply cart throughout said predetermined period of operation of the supply cart. 
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17. Apparatus accorcMng to Claim 7 and including means for providing alert 
sijnal in response to the piesence of hazardous materials in the articles. 



tUS ^ccordmg lo' 
iheans ifor ider 



user. 
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bin in the supply' carts, "riiade^t^i^^ 



19. Apparatus accorang to Claim 7 and including, 

signal means in eaOTi bin of the supply carts activatable by the user to 



identify the receiver of/he articles withdrawn. 



END OF CLAIMS 




23 



